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To Métis Nation of Alberta citizens, 

In 2021, the stories of Métis people and their attendance at Indian Residential Schools 
(IRS) remains eclipsed by the singular focus on the impact of these schools on First 
Nations. Few realize that Métis people attended residential schools in signi�cant 
numbers: eighteen percent of those who attended residential schools in Alberta were 
Métis or what represents approximately one in �ve IRS survivors. Across Canada, 
that number hovers around nine percent or close to one Métis survivor out of 10 
survivors. Our participation in residential and other colonial forms of schooling is 
an important historical experience that has in�uenced our community yet remains 
largely absent from national discussions. In some cases, these stories are even 
kept hidden from family members. Yet, the impact of these experiences has been 
profound - not only on the families of these individuals, but also as a collective Métis 
experience that reverberates across generations into the present day. 

�is dark chapter in our history is one that needs to be told - for the healing of 
our people and for those Canadians who remain unaware of this national truth. In 
sharing these stories, we can begin to address the intergenerational impact that this 
distressing legacy has had on our families and communities. For many Métis, these 
stories remain untold. 

Our hope is that the stories shared in this book will help the children and 
grandchildren of survivors begin to understand the experiences of their parents, and 
how some of the family and community struggles we experience today are the result 
of residential schools. 

I commend the survivors whose stories appear in Métis Memories of Residential 
Schools. �eir courage and willingness to share this painful life experience helps to 
ensure this type of history will never be repeated. �e strength and pride of Métis 
people endures and, the Métis survivors of residential schools, are exemplars of a 
resilient and determined nation. 

I would like to also express my gratitude to the Advisory Committee: Sam Dumais, 
Dragon�y (Victor Giroux), Sarah Laboucane, Robert W. Smith, and Maryann 
Stepien, who set the direction for this project and o�ered their advice along the way, 
and special thanks to Jude D. Daniels and D. W. �omas for their ability to listen 
deeply and respectfully, and for their thoughtful writing. Special acknowledgements 
to those who worked to create Ancestral Pain, Métis Memories of Residential School 
in 2003. 

Finally, a special thanks to the Aboriginal Healing Foundation for their sponsorship 
of both projects.

Audrey Poitras 
President 
Métis Nation of Alberta 2021














































































































































